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Shadforth Parish Council  
Sherburn Hill Community Hub 

Front Street 
Sherburn Hill 

DH6 1PA 
Minutes - Shadforth Parish Council 

 
In accordance with Paragraph 7 & 10 (2)(b) of Schedule 12a of the Local 

Government Act 1972, Members are hereby summoned to attend a meeting of 
the Shadforth Parish Council on Tuesday 9th September at 6.00pm, Sherburn 

Hill Community Hub. 
 

Minutes 
 

01-0925 Attendees: Cllrs Herbert, Jobling, Heron, Thompson, Nixon, Penders, Taylor, 
Parish Clerk and 1 member of the public. 

 
02-0925 Apologies: None received. 
 
03-0925 Declarations of Interest: 

To declare any personal interests in items on the agenda and their nature: 
Cllr’s Herbert, Thompson and Nixon disclosed and interest in Sherburn Hill 
Community Hub. Cllr’s Jobling and Heron disclosed and interest in allotments 
and garages.  

 
04-0925  To consider approval of the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 

Tuesday 1st July 2025: Minutes are approved and may be published. 
   
05-0925 To receive an update from the Clerk:  
  

a)  Mole issue at Shadforth cemetery. Clerk has asked contractor if they 
could re-visit the cemetery for a survey. As we head towards winter there 
is generally increased activity. 

b) Clerk has asked ground contractor to conduct an annual tree survey in 
October at the cemetery. 

c) DCC have repaired the damaged boardwalk in Shadforth. 
d) All 4 cuts to 5 paths and bridleways have been done. Clerk to complete 

P3 form to claim back the costs of £3,600 from DCC. 
e) Expecting ‘Notice of Completion’ from external auditors soon. This will be 

published on our website once received. 
f) Clerk would like to publish agenda and minutes on the Parish Council’s 

Facebook page going forward, as well as noticeboards and website. This 
was approved by the Councillors. 

g) Annual Allotment and garage letters have been posted to tenants. 
h) Discuss allotment and garage tenants that no longer live in the Parish. 

Agreed that allotment and garage tenants that no longer live in the Parish 
will be given 1 month notice and will be unable to renew their tenancy. 

 
 
 

Shadforth Parish Council 
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06-0925 To agree any payments that need to be made: 
  Clerks Salary    £550.67 
  HMRC     £137.60 
  NCAA     £65.00 
  Zurich Insurance   £1,169.04 
  Wave Water DD   £26.87 
  Complete Ground Care LTD  £630.00 – Cemetery Cut 
  Complete Ground Care LTD  £900.00 – Paths & Bridleways x 5 
  Complete Ground Care LTD  £280.00 – Cemetery Extension  
   
07-0925 To receive an update on the creation of a mining memorial in Sherburn Hill:  

Cllr Thompson has passed relevant details and contacts to Cllr Heron who 
will oversee the project going forward. The project on land owned by DCC, 
originally did not require planning permission, but after several months of 
delay, we now find it does require planning permission. The materials for the 
project have been sought, along with a metal work wheel that has been kindly 
donated. We hope to have more news in October on the project. 

 
08-0925 To receive an update on the Community Woodland Walk on a piece of land 

owned by DCC in Sherburn Hill:  A question as arisen on whether the 
meadow should be mowed before winter. There is no cut scheduled by DCC.  
Cllr Thompson will contact DCC to ask if this is possible and to install a 
second bench on the site. Cllr Thompson will be attending the Northumbria in 
Bloom (NIB) awards presentation on 17th September. The RHS ‘It’s Your 
Neighbourhood scheme’ gives an opportunity for small community groups to 
get involved in the wider RHS Northumbria in Bloom competitions. This is a 
scheme for volunteer led community garden groups to take part in projects 
that are relevant to local environment issues. The Parish Council are 
delighted that the Community Woodland Walk has been nominated.  

 
 We have had reports of a dog waste issue in the area. The local 

Neighbourhood Warden is going organise signage for correct disposal and 
the issue will be monitored. 

 
 A lantern parade is currently being organised with 2 lantern making sessions 

in conjunction with RT Projects. We hope to have dates for this next month. 
 
09-0925 To agree or not to agree whether the Parish Council should maintain the 

cenotaph garden in Ludworth, previously tended by a resident that has moved 
away: The Parish Council was asked to take responsibility for the Cenotaph 
and keep the area tidy. The grass has been cut on several times during the 
summer months. The Parish Clerk is making enquiries into a possible 
‘Memorial Grant’ that will aid the upkeep of the Cenotaph; however, we 
believe the area is owned by DCC and we will contact them for confirmation. 

   
10-0925 Update on the flooding issue between Shadforth and Ludworth: To carry  
  forward to October meeting. 
 
11-0925 Update on the pollution into Shadforth beck issue: As above. 
 
12-0925 Discussion on planning application re DM/25/00445/FPA - Meadowside 

Shadforth - access to new homes via Bridleway:  As above. 
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13-0925 Discuss the outcome of the site meeting held on Sunday 10th August at 
Sherburn Hill allotments and the subsequent Extraordinary Meeting held on 
Saturday 16th August which resulted in a formal warning being issued to an 
allotment tenant and a Notice to Quit on an allotment tenant:  The NCAA 
(Northern Counties Allotment Association) advise the Parish Council are not 
legally required to provide a water point. We have received emails regarding 
concern of the idea of a communal composting area. The Councillors will 
organise a site visit and further review their initial idea.  

  
 There are 14 individual plots owned by the Parish Council in Sherburn Hill. 

The plots have historically been named ‘allotment garden’s’.  A question has 
been asked about the change of use from an allotment to a garden. An 
allotment garden is a plot of land used for growing fruit, vegetables and 
flowers. There is no legal requirement to determine if the plots are allotments 
or gardens. There is only a legal requirement if the land is agricultural and will 
be used as allotments gardens. This would then trigger a change of use.  

 
 We have received an appeal from an allotment tenant that was given a Notice 

to Quit due to a breach of the Allotment Tenancy.  The Councillor’s fully 
considered the matter and resolved that the NTQ will remain. 

 
14-0925 To agree or disagree that garage plots in Sherburn Hill are allocated to the 

residents of George Street and Churchill Terrace residents only: As above, 
the Councillors will organise a site visit and study the area. We have received 
concerns that as more households have 2 vehicles, the parking situation 
behind George Street will get worse. We will update after the site visit. 
 

15-0925 To receive updates from County Councillors, 20 minutes max:  Cllr Taylor 
  updated the Parish Council about the proposed solar farm at Hare Hills,  
  Haswell Plough. The proposal for the site in was voted down by   
  DCC’s  planning committee. The developer wanted to run the 154-acre  
  site at  Harehill Farm, alongside a battery storage system, but they this was 
  faced with opposition from residents. The planning department had originally 
  backed the development, but the committee voted to knock back the plans.  
  Concerns were raised about the wire fencing, security lighting and CCTV  
  cameras, not to mention the dust that would be created due to drilling for the
  installation of 90,000 panels. The project was opposed due to noise issues 
  and the impact on the landscape. The majority of committee members at the 
  Reform UK led council sided with the campaigners’ concerns. This has now 
  gone to appeal but it envisaged that it will thrown out due to the reasons  
  above  plus the fire and pollution risk from leaking batteries. 
 
16-0925 To receive updates from Parish Councillors, 5 minutes max:  None to report. 
 
17-0925 Public questions or comments, 10 minutes max: None to report. 
 
18-0925 Matters arising from previous minutes which have not been covered above: 
  None to report. 
 
19-0925 To receive any items for the next meeting:  Follow up tree survey and mole 

issue. Councillors to organise an allotment / garage site visit. 
 
20-0925 Any other business:  Future planned Parish Council meetings:  None to report 
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7th October 2025, 4th November 2025, 2nd December 2025 
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01-0925 Attendees: Cllrs Herbert, Jobling, Heron, Thompson, Nixon, Penders, Taylor, 
Parish Clerk and 1 member of the public. 

 
02-0925 Apologies: None received. 
 
03-0925 Declarations of Interest: 

To declare any personal interests in items on the agenda and their nature: 
Cllr’s Herbert, Thompson and Nixon disclosed and interest in Sherburn Hill 
Community Hub. Cllr’s Jobling and Heron disclosed and interest in allotments 
and garages.  

 
04-0925  To consider approval of the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 

Tuesday 1st July 2025: Minutes are approved and may be published. 
   
05-0925 To receive an update from the Clerk:  
  

a)  Mole issue at Shadforth cemetery. Clerk has asked contractor if they 
could re-visit the cemetery for a survey. As we head towards winter there 
is generally increased activity. 

b) Clerk has asked ground contractor to conduct an annual tree survey in 
October at the cemetery. 

c) DCC have repaired the damaged boardwalk in Shadforth. 
d) All 4 cuts to 5 paths and bridleways have been done. Clerk to complete 

P3 form to claim back the costs of £3,600 from DCC. 
e) Expecting ‘Notice of Completion’ from external auditors soon. This will be 

published on our website once received. 
f) Clerk would like to publish agenda and minutes on the Parish Council’s 

Facebook page going forward, as well as noticeboards and website. This 
was approved by the Councillors. 

g) Annual Allotment and garage letters have been posted to tenants. 
h) Discuss allotment and garage tenants that no longer live in the Parish. 

Agreed that allotment and garage tenants that no longer live in the Parish 
will be given 1 month notice and will be unable to renew their tenancy. 

 
 
 

Shadforth Parish Council 
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06-0925 To agree any payments that need to be made: 
  Clerks Salary    £550.67 
  HMRC     £137.60 
  NCAA     £65.00 
  Zurich Insurance   £1,169.04 
  Wave Water DD   £26.87 
  Complete Ground Care LTD  £630.00 – Cemetery Cut 
  Complete Ground Care LTD  £900.00 – Paths & Bridleways x 5 
  Complete Ground Care LTD  £280.00 – Cemetery Extension  
   
07-0925 To receive an update on the creation of a mining memorial in Sherburn Hill:  

Cllr Thompson has passed relevant details and contacts to Cllr Heron who 
will oversee the project going forward. The project on land owned by DCC, 
originally did not require planning permission, but after several months of 
delay, we now find it does require planning permission. The materials for the 
project have been sought, along with a metal work wheel that has been kindly 
donated. We hope to have more news in October on the project. 

 
08-0925 To receive an update on the Community Woodland Walk on a piece of land 

owned by DCC in Sherburn Hill:  A question as arisen on whether the 
meadow should be mowed before winter. There is no cut scheduled by DCC.  
Cllr Thompson will contact DCC to ask if this is possible and to install a 
second bench on the site. Cllr Thompson will be attending the Northumbria in 
Bloom (NIB) awards presentation on 17th September. The RHS ‘It’s Your 
Neighbourhood scheme’ gives an opportunity for small community groups to 
get involved in the wider RHS Northumbria in Bloom competitions. This is a 
scheme for volunteer led community garden groups to take part in projects 
that are relevant to local environment issues. The Parish Council are 
delighted that the Community Woodland Walk has been nominated.  

 
 We have had reports of a dog waste issue in the area. The local 

Neighbourhood Warden is going organise signage for correct disposal and 
the issue will be monitored. 

 
 A lantern parade is currently being organised with 2 lantern making sessions 

in conjunction with RT Projects. We hope to have dates for this next month. 
 
09-0925 To agree or not to agree whether the Parish Council should maintain the 

cenotaph garden in Ludworth, previously tended by a resident that has moved 
away: The Parish Council was asked to take responsibility for the Cenotaph 
and keep the area tidy. The grass has been cut on several times during the 
summer months. The Parish Clerk is making enquiries into a possible 
‘Memorial Grant’ that will aid the upkeep of the Cenotaph; however, we 
believe the area is owned by DCC and we will contact them for confirmation. 

   
10-0925 Update on the flooding issue between Shadforth and Ludworth: To carry  
  forward to October meeting. 
 
11-0925 Update on the pollution into Shadforth beck issue: As above. 
 
12-0925 Discussion on planning application re DM/25/00445/FPA - Meadowside 

Shadforth - access to new homes via Bridleway:  As above. 
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13-0925 Discuss the outcome of the site meeting held on Sunday 10th August at 
Sherburn Hill allotments and the subsequent Extraordinary Meeting held on 
Saturday 16th August which resulted in a formal warning being issued to an 
allotment tenant and a Notice to Quit on an allotment tenant:  The NCAA 
(Northern Counties Allotment Association) advise the Parish Council are not 
legally required to provide a water point. We have received emails regarding 
concern of the idea of a communal composting area. The Councillors will 
organise a site visit and further review their initial idea.  

  
 There are 14 individual plots owned by the Parish Council in Sherburn Hill. 

The plots have historically been named ‘allotment garden’s’.  A question has 
been asked about the change of use from an allotment to a garden. An 
allotment garden is a plot of land used for growing fruit, vegetables and 
flowers. There is no legal requirement to determine if the plots are allotments 
or gardens. There is only a legal requirement if the land is agricultural and will 
be used as allotments gardens. This would then trigger a change of use.  

 
 We have received an appeal from an allotment tenant that was given a Notice 

to Quit due to a breach of the Allotment Tenancy.  The Councillor’s fully 
considered the matter and resolved that the NTQ will remain. 

 
14-0925 To agree or disagree that garage plots in Sherburn Hill are allocated to the 

residents of George Street and Churchill Terrace residents only: As above, 
the Councillors will organise a site visit and study the area. We have received 
concerns that as more households have 2 vehicles, the parking situation 
behind George Street will get worse. We will update after the site visit. 
 

15-0925 To receive updates from County Councillors, 20 minutes max:  Cllr Taylor 
  updated the Parish Council about the proposed solar farm at Hare Hills,  
  Haswell Plough. The proposal for the site in was voted down by   
  DCC’s  planning committee. The developer wanted to run the 154-acre  
  site at  Harehill Farm, alongside a battery storage system, but they this was 
  faced with opposition from residents. The planning department had originally 
  backed the development, but the committee voted to knock back the plans.  
  Concerns were raised about the wire fencing, security lighting and CCTV  
  cameras, not to mention the dust that would be created due to drilling for the
  installation of 90,000 panels. The project was opposed due to noise issues 
  and the impact on the landscape. The majority of committee members at the 
  Reform UK led council sided with the campaigners’ concerns. This has now 
  gone to appeal but it envisaged that it will thrown out due to the reasons  
  above  plus the fire and pollution risk from leaking batteries. 
 
16-0925 To receive updates from Parish Councillors, 5 minutes max:  None to report. 
 
17-0925 Public questions or comments, 10 minutes max: None to report. 
 
18-0925 Matters arising from previous minutes which have not been covered above: 
  None to report. 
 
19-0925 To receive any items for the next meeting:  Follow up tree survey and mole 

issue. Councillors to organise an allotment / garage site visit. 
 
20-0925 Any other business:  Future planned Parish Council meetings:  None to report 
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c) DCC have repaired the damaged boardwalk in Shadforth. 
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Facebook page going forward, as well as noticeboards and website. This 
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h) Discuss allotment and garage tenants that no longer live in the Parish. 
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06-0925 To agree any payments that need to be made: 
  Clerks Salary    £550.67 
  HMRC     £137.60 
  NCAA     £65.00 
  Zurich Insurance   £1,169.04 
  Wave Water DD   £26.87 
  Complete Ground Care LTD  £630.00 – Cemetery Cut 
  Complete Ground Care LTD  £900.00 – Paths & Bridleways x 5 
  Complete Ground Care LTD  £280.00 – Cemetery Extension  
   
07-0925 To receive an update on the creation of a mining memorial in Sherburn Hill:  

Cllr Thompson has passed relevant details and contacts to Cllr Heron who 
will oversee the project going forward. The project on land owned by DCC, 
originally did not require planning permission, but after several months of 
delay, we now find it does require planning permission. The materials for the 
project have been sought, along with a metal work wheel that has been kindly 
donated. We hope to have more news in October on the project. 

 
08-0925 To receive an update on the Community Woodland Walk on a piece of land 

owned by DCC in Sherburn Hill:  A question as arisen on whether the 
meadow should be mowed before winter. There is no cut scheduled by DCC.  
Cllr Thompson will contact DCC to ask if this is possible and to install a 
second bench on the site. Cllr Thompson will be attending the Northumbria in 
Bloom (NIB) awards presentation on 17th September. The RHS ‘It’s Your 
Neighbourhood scheme’ gives an opportunity for small community groups to 
get involved in the wider RHS Northumbria in Bloom competitions. This is a 
scheme for volunteer led community garden groups to take part in projects 
that are relevant to local environment issues. The Parish Council are 
delighted that the Community Woodland Walk has been nominated.  

 
 We have had reports of a dog waste issue in the area. The local 

Neighbourhood Warden is going organise signage for correct disposal and 
the issue will be monitored. 

 
 A lantern parade is currently being organised with 2 lantern making sessions 

in conjunction with RT Projects. We hope to have dates for this next month. 
 
09-0925 To agree or not to agree whether the Parish Council should maintain the 

cenotaph garden in Ludworth, previously tended by a resident that has moved 
away: The Parish Council was asked to take responsibility for the Cenotaph 
and keep the area tidy. The grass has been cut on several times during the 
summer months. The Parish Clerk is making enquiries into a possible 
‘Memorial Grant’ that will aid the upkeep of the Cenotaph; however, we 
believe the area is owned by DCC and we will contact them for confirmation. 

   
10-0925 Update on the flooding issue between Shadforth and Ludworth: To carry  
  forward to October meeting. 
 
11-0925 Update on the pollution into Shadforth beck issue: As above. 
 
12-0925 Discussion on planning application re DM/25/00445/FPA - Meadowside 

Shadforth - access to new homes via Bridleway:  As above. 
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13-0925 Discuss the outcome of the site meeting held on Sunday 10th August at 
Sherburn Hill allotments and the subsequent Extraordinary Meeting held on 
Saturday 16th August which resulted in a formal warning being issued to an 
allotment tenant and a Notice to Quit on an allotment tenant:  The NCAA 
(Northern Counties Allotment Association) advise the Parish Council are not 
legally required to provide a water point. We have received emails regarding 
concern of the idea of a communal composting area. The Councillors will 
organise a site visit and further review their initial idea.  

  
 There are 14 individual plots owned by the Parish Council in Sherburn Hill. 

The plots have historically been named ‘allotment garden’s’.  A question has 
been asked about the change of use from an allotment to a garden. An 
allotment garden is a plot of land used for growing fruit, vegetables and 
flowers. There is no legal requirement to determine if the plots are allotments 
or gardens. There is only a legal requirement if the land is agricultural and will 
be used as allotments gardens. This would then trigger a change of use.  

 
 We have received an appeal from an allotment tenant that was given a Notice 

to Quit due to a breach of the Allotment Tenancy.  The Councillor’s fully 
considered the matter and resolved that the NTQ will remain. 

 
14-0925 To agree or disagree that garage plots in Sherburn Hill are allocated to the 

residents of George Street and Churchill Terrace residents only: As above, 
the Councillors will organise a site visit and study the area. We have received 
concerns that as more households have 2 vehicles, the parking situation 
behind George Street will get worse. We will update after the site visit. 
 

15-0925 To receive updates from County Councillors, 20 minutes max:  Cllr Taylor 
  updated the Parish Council about the proposed solar farm at Hare Hills,  
  Haswell Plough. The proposal for the site in was voted down by   
  DCC’s  planning committee. The developer wanted to run the 154-acre  
  site at  Harehill Farm, alongside a battery storage system, but they this was 
  faced with opposition from residents. The planning department had originally 
  backed the development, but the committee voted to knock back the plans.  
  Concerns were raised about the wire fencing, security lighting and CCTV  
  cameras, not to mention the dust that would be created due to drilling for the
  installation of 90,000 panels. The project was opposed due to noise issues 
  and the impact on the landscape. The majority of committee members at the 
  Reform UK led council sided with the campaigners’ concerns. This has now 
  gone to appeal but it envisaged that it will thrown out due to the reasons  
  above  plus the fire and pollution risk from leaking batteries. 
 
16-0925 To receive updates from Parish Councillors, 5 minutes max:  None to report. 
 
17-0925 Public questions or comments, 10 minutes max: None to report. 
 
18-0925 Matters arising from previous minutes which have not been covered above: 
  None to report. 
 
19-0925 To receive any items for the next meeting:  Follow up tree survey and mole 

issue. Councillors to organise an allotment / garage site visit. 
 
20-0925 Any other business:  Future planned Parish Council meetings:  None to report 
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