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Shadforth Parish Council  
Sherburn Hill Community Hub 

Front Street 
Sherburn Hill 

DH6 1PA 
Minutes - Shadforth Parish Council 

 
In accordance with Paragraph 7 & 10 (2)(b) of Schedule 12a of the Local 

Government Act 1972, Members are hereby summoned to attend a meeting of 
the Shadforth Parish Council on Tuesday 1st July at 6.00pm, Sherburn Hill 

Community Hub. 
 
01-0725  Attendees: Cllrs Herbert, Nixon, Jobling, Martin, Heron, Thompson and Parish 

Clerk 
 
02-0725 Apologies: None 
 
03-0725  To receive disclosures of interest in any matters on the agenda: Cllrs Martin, 

Nixon and Herbert declared an interest in Sherburn Hill Hub.  Cllr Martin 
disclosed an interest in allotments; Cllrs Jobling and Heron disclosed an 
interest in allotments and garages.   

 
04-0725  To agree that the minutes from the last ordinary meeting of 15th April 2025 are 

a true record: The minutes from 15th April were approved and will now be 
published. 

   
05-0725 To receive an update from the Clerk:   
 

a)  Email from a resident regarding the Durham – Hartlepool 24 service.  We 
will pass this to the County Councillors.  

b) Boardwalk issue.  DCC have visited the area and find the boardwalk is 
passable and will carry out repair work. 

c) ROSPA have made their inspection of skatepark in Ludworth; we are 
waiting on their report.  

d) We have had an allotment resignation.  We have invited for next person 
on the waiting list for a visit.  No rent payable until 1st October 2025. 

e) The annual accounts were emailed to our external auditor on 17th June. 
We generally receive a ‘Note of Completion’ in October.  Once received, 
the audited AGAR will be published. 

f) Dispensation form – this form enables a Councillor to discuss and vote on 
an item they have disclosed an interest in. This must be emailed to the 
Clerk 3 days prior to meeting.  It can be dated up to April 2029 to cover 
the councillor’s duration of office. 

  
 
06-0725 To agree any payments that need to be made: 
  Clerks Salary      £550.67 
  HMRC       £137.60 
  Clerk’s expenses     £25.52 
  Internal Audit fee     £230.00 

Shadforth Parish Council 
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  ROSPA fee – awaiting invoice      £96.00 
  CDALC annual membership     £385.34 
  Complete Groundcare (Cemetery)    £630.00 
  Complete Groundcare (War memorial)     £80.00 
  Complete Groundcare (Paths & Bridleways x 5)  £900.00 
   
   
07-0725  To receive an update on Shadforth Cemetery: Complaint received about 

falling trees in Shadforth Cemetery.  The trees are situated in St Cuthbert’s 
Churchyard which DCC is responsible for.  The Clerk will DCC.  Reports of 
bins overflowing in Cemetery. Clerk will contact contractor. 

 
08-0725 To receive an update on the creation of a mining memorial in Sherburn Hill:  

Cllr Heron to take over the planning and to speak to Cllr Thompson.  
 
09-0725 To receive an update on the Community Woodland Walk on a piece of land 

owned by DCC in Sherburn Hill:  Cllr Thompson is meeting with RT Projects 
to organise 2 lantern making sessions, with a lantern parade in October / 
November. She is also arranging a litter-pick with ‘In your neighbourhood’. A 
total of £1014.21 remains in the Woodland Walk budget. 

 
10-0725 To agree or not to agree requests for a small Grant Donation:  The following 

small grants have been awarded in July: 
 
  Little Treasures     £100.00 
  Isle of Boogie      £100.00 
  SHCH – Materials for classes      £25.00 
  Ludworth Community – Ludworth Motor Show £175.00 
 
 
11-0725 Update on the flooding issue between Shadforth and Ludworth: We have had 

very little rain so flooding not an issue at the moment. Cllr Herbert has 
contacted DDC but has had no reply to date. County Councillors will be 
contacted to hopefully get involved.  

 
12-0725 Update on the pollution into Shadforth beck issue: As above. 
 
13-0725 Discussion on planning application re DM/25/00445/FPA - Meadowside 

Shadforth - access to new homes via Bridleway:  Permission seeking access 
to use existing bridleway.  There is concern in village and 8 objections.  
Concerns include access and 3 – 6 additional vehicles accessing road.   

 
14-0725 Discuss ideas of an allotment improvement plan at Sherburn Hill: It is 

suggested that a new path and fencing be installed.  We currently have £700 
in our allotment budget.  Allotment rents are ear-marked solely for use at the 
allotments.  The councillors will organise a site visit (August) to determine 
what work needs to be carried out.   

 
15-0725 Discuss whether we should implement a new, up to date allotment tenancy 

policy:  It is agreed we should update our allotment policy and will seek the 
advice of the NCAA (Northern Counties Allotment Association). 
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16-0725 To discuss a re-vote on 1 allotment per household rule, implemented May 
2024:  The new policy was aimed at fairness and will remain in force.  No 
changes required.  

  
17-0725 To discuss and agree a bonfire rule to add to the allotment tenancy 

agreement:  As above.  We are taking advice on bonfires at the allotments, 
and we will seek a solution from the NCAA, DCC and other parish councils 
that own allotments. 

 
18-0725 To receive updates from Parish Councillors:  None to add. 
 
19-0725 To receive updates from County Councillors: None to add. 
 
20-0725 Public questions or comments, 5 minutes max: None to add. 
 
21-0725 Matters arising from previous minutes which have not been covered above:  

An animal was attacked by another animal in the back lane behind Churchill 
Terrace.  The owners involved are dealing with this incident.  

 
22-0725 To receive any items for the next meeting:  None to add. 
 
23-0725 Any other business:  Future planned Parish Council meetings:   

 

No meeting August 2025, 9th September 2025, 7th October 2025, 4th November 2025, 
2nd December 2025 
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